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was wanted. The bishop so gained upon Pedrarias
for the moment, that he actually consented to the
betrothal of Vasco Nunez with his daughter, who
was in Spain. It was a mere political arrange-
ment, for the true lover remained staunch in his
attachment to the fair daughter of Careta until
death.

Thus temporarily freed from obstruction Vasco
Nunez set to work with his never-failing energy
and forethought. He first formed a settlement
at Acla, a convenient port on the Atlantic side
whither the ship from Cuba was brought. The
stores and fittings were then landed, and the
tremendous problem of conveying all through
the dense forests, over the mountains to the
Pacific side, and building the ships had to be
solved. Vasco Nunez was the man to do it.
The natives believed in him and trusted him.
No other man could have done it. The labour
was tremendous. Beams, planking, masts, sails,
ropes, ironwork, provisions had to be carried over
this terrible journey. Vasco Nunez was fortunate
in finding a young comrade inspired with the same
lofty aims as himself. His name was Francisco
Companon, and his aid was invaluable. He
worked himself, encouraged others, helped those